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Dear President, Dear colleagues, 

 

It is a great honour for me to address your Grand National Assembly 

today. 

 

It was my personal commitment to visit Turkey at the beginning of my 

mandate as President of the Parliamentary Assembly to stress the 

importance of your country for the Council of Europe and for European 

and world affairs in general. 

 

My visit to Turkey is highly symbolic to me for several reasons: 
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First of all, Turkey is a symbol of the Council of Europe being a truly 

Pan-European Organisation from the very beginning of its existence. 

 

Second, Turkey highlights the importance of the Council of Europe as a 

unique multi-cultural and multi-religious forum, which is the real 

richness of our Organisation. 

 

Third, Turkey symbolises the great potential of the Council of Europe’s 

expertise and instruments when used in a country that is determined to 

take full benefit from them. 

 

The Council of Europe and Turkey have a long common history, going 

back to Turkey signing the foundation act of our Organisation in 1949.  

 

How can we evaluate the results of this 55 year-old marriage? 

 

In my opinion, Turkey and the Council of Europe have accomplished a 

great job together.  
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However, we all know that this marriage has not always been an easy 

one. 

 

There were times when the Council of Europe was greatly concerned 

about developments in your country.  

 

Happily, today Turkey is a modern, democratic country, respectful of 

human rights.  

 

This is a great achievement and our Assembly is proud of its 

contribution to this process. 

 

The political and legal reforms accomplished by your country have  

been the result of an intensive dialogue with the Council of Europe and 

its Assembly. 

 

Last year, when closing the monitoring procedure with respect to 

Turkey, our Assembly declared that Turkey had clearly demonstrated 



 4

its commitment and ability to fulfill its statutory obligations as a Council 

of Europe member state and that it had achieved more reforms in little 

more than two years than in the previous ten. 

 

This process is not yet complete and later in my speech, I will come 

back to the issues on which we expect Turkey to progress further and 

more rapidly. 

 

The results achieved by you have made possible the start of the 

negotiations on the EU membership. 

 

In fact, the so-called Copenhagen criteria are values and standards of 

the Council of Europe.  

 

I hailed the EU decision to start the negotiations and, in doing so, I 

declared that Europe must meet its promises and commitments, just as 

Turkey must fulfill its obligations and commitments.  
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I have strongly argued that Turkey needs and merits the prospect of full 

EU membership, just as the EU needs and merits Turkey.   

 

First and foremost, the Council of Europe and the European Union are 

value communities.  

 

If Turkey subscribes to the European democratic project, it should be 

able to become a full member of the European Union, just as it has 

been a full and active member of the Council of Europe for 55 years. 

 

We cannot afford to disappoint the European aspiration of the Turkish 

people. 

 

We must keep our promises in order to dismiss any suspicion of double 

standards vis-à-vis Turkey. 

 

Earlier this year the people of both France and my own country, the 

Netherlands, to my serious regret, voted against the EU Constitutional 

Treaty.  
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Opinion polls have shown that this was partly due to fears concerning 

Turkish accession and that people in other EU countries share these 

doubts. 

 

In all our countries here is currently much uncertainty about the future 

of the welfare state. 

 

Europe is at the beginning of a huge re-organisation of its social 

security arrangements. 

 

The economic growth and welfare provision of the past were especially 

important for the acceptance of migrants and new citizens. 

 

Nowadays, however, people are afraid that these achievements are in 

danger and this has led to irrational reactions. 

 

They also fear insecure borders allowing criminals to pass freely, as 

they observe today in the EU. 
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Turkey must therefore set up an efficient system of border protection to 

secure its eastern borders which will eventually become the borders of 

the EU. 

 

People are also afraid that the EU will be overwhelmed by Turkish 

workers.  

 

I rather expect those who are not integrated to return to Turkey as 

happened in the case of Spain and Portugal after they joined the EU. 

 

I am sure that these fears will be a temporary phenomenon, and I trust 

that it will meet with understanding on your part. 

 

In 10 – 15 years, globalisation and digitalisation will bring enormous 

changes to our societies. 

 

We have to consider these changes as new opportunities and we have 

to see the accession of Turkey to the EU in this perspective. 
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I say this before a Turkish parliament that I consider most praiseworthy 

for its realisation of an exemplary number of reforms, undertaken not 

primarily to curry favour with the EU but because you have the 

conviction that to do so is in the best interests of Turkey. 

 

Turkey must be aware that membership of the EU means pooling of 

sovereignty. 

 

This will be, for Turkey, an entirely new experience and – as has been 

shown in the past for many other countries – is something that is not 

always easily realised in daily life and practice. 

 

A coordinated, strategic plan, involving both Turkey and EU Member 

States, should be developed to overcome the misconceptions and 

prejudices that exist on both sides. 
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This could include a joint communication policy between the EU, its 

Member States and Turkey, with investment in joint projects including 

joint fora for public discussion. 

 

For such projects to succeed, however, there must be effective 

participation by the full range of actors from all sides, including civil 

society, young people and students. 

 

All these people should be able to see and study one another’s 

experiences, practices and conditions of life. 

 

Exchanges of people are crucial and must be encouraged.  

 

It must be recognised that, unfortunately, large parts of Turkish 

communities in western Europe are not yet sufficiently integrated into 

their host societies.  
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Encouraging migrants to participate in public life is another task 

requiring cooperation between Turkey and the western European 

states concerned. 

 

People must have the feeling of belonging to the society, to the 

community they live in.  

 

People also need perspectives. 

 

The current tragic events in France show the extremes of violence to 

which total loss of trust in society and in one’s own future can lead. 

 

Integration meaning participation in public and private social and 

political life is essential. 

 

I hail the appeal of your Prime Minister, Mr Erdogan, this Monday to the 

Turkish migrants in Germany to integrate more closely into German 

society. 
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It is in the interest of all to improve the image of migrant communities. 

It will be helpful and support the Turkish bid for EU membership. 

 

Dear colleagues,  

 

Your Parliament will debate the framework agreement with the EU for 

the negotiations and will be asked to endorse it. 

 

I hope that this debate will be rational and constructive and very much 

hope that you will vote massively in favour of this Agreement. 

 

However, I wish to stress that the decision to join the EU is a free and 

sovereign decision of your country. 

 

Just today, the European Commission released its progress report on 

Turkey.  

 

I personally am confident that this process will lead to the full 

membership of your country in the European Union.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

“Europe needs Turkey as a member of the international community of 

democratic states and Turkey needs Europe”. 

 

In recent years, it has become clear that we need Turkey even more 

now than before. 

 

The fight against terrorism is, unfortunately, too easily interpreted by 

some people as a conflict between religions and civilisations.  

 

We must strongly oppose such dangerous interpretations – the fight 

against terror is our common struggle.  

 

It is a struggle between Human Civilisation and barbarity. 

 

The Muslim world is an important component of this Human Civilisation 

and Turkey can be our bridge to the Muslim world. 
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You are our indispensable partner for the dialogue of religions and 

civilisations which is so badly needed and for which the Council of 

Europe is particularly well-placed. 

 

Last October, Mr Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organisation of 

the Islamic Conference and your compatriot, addressed the 

Parliamentary Assembly and invited us to engage a debate on this 

most pressing issue of our time. 

 

The same support came from Mr Moratinos, Foreign Minister of Spain, 

who invited the Council of Europe to take part in the implementation of 

the UN initiative on the “Alliance of civilisations” proposed by the 

Spanish Prime Minister, Mr Zapatero, at the UN General Assembly 

meeting last September. 

 

I thank Turkey for joining this initiative which aims at preventing hate 

and misunderstanding through deepening political, cultural and 
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educational relations between so-called “Western countries” and 

Muslim countries.  

 

We are only at the very beginning of such a dialogue and it is my firm 

intention to develop to the fullest extent the Council of Europe’s great 

potential in this field.   

 

One of the main objectives of my visit therefore is to discuss this issue 

with my Turkish interlocutors in order to obtain their support and 

receive their ideas and suggestions.  

 

Turkey is our indispensable partner for other highly important geo-

political issues as well: 

 

Turkey has privileged relations with Central Asian Republics and can, 

therefore, use its influence to promote democratic reforms in this 

region. 
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The human rights situation in these countries should be of great 

concern to us all.  

 

Turkey has also an important role to play in the South Caucasus and, in 

particular, in the solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which is a 

threat to political stability and a major obstacle to the social-economic 

development of this region. 

 

Turkey is an indispensable actor in stabilising the situation in Iraq and 

the Middle East.   

 

This geographical position also brings important responsibilities. 

 

In this respect, Turkey plays a crucial role in ensuring the security of 

energy supplies from the Caspian Sea area. 

 

Last but not least, Turkey has a crucial role to play in solving the 

Cyprus problem. 
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Last April, following the massive “no” vote by the Greek Cypriot 

community, the Assembly expressed its profound disappointment at the 

failure to end the division of Cyprus and to enable the two Cypriot 

communities to join the European Union together.  

 

At the same time, the Assembly paid tribute to the Turkish Cypriots, 

who supported the Annan Plan by an overwhelming majority, thus 

opting, at the same time, for ending the division and for a future in 

Europe. 

 

On this occasion, the Assembly clearly said that the Turkish Cypriot’s 

international isolation must cease. 

 

As a first step in this direction, it was decided to associate 

representatives of the Turkish Cypriot community with the work of the 

Assembly on a permanent basis.  

 

We are the only European institution to have taken such a decision.  
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For me, it is very important that two representatives of the Turkish 

Cypriot community attend our plenary sessions and take part in the 

work of committees.  

 

I understand that there is a feeling in Turkey that the Turkish Cypriot 

community, following its vote in favour of the Annan Plan, was entitled 

to expect a more open and constructive treatment by the international 

community, also in terms of financial help and lifting the embargo. 

 

As President of the Assembly, I will do my utmost to encourage the 

international community to be more forthcoming on this issue. 

 

At the same time, recognition of the state of Cyprus is a necessary part 

of Turkey’s accession to the EU. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my great appreciation 

of the active and constructive role your delegation to the Parliamentary 

Assembly is playing on regional issues. 
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In this respect, the recent successful initiative of the leaders of the 

Turkish and Greek parliamentary delegations to PACE, Mr Mercan and 

Mrs Papadimitriou, to solve problems of the Greek minority on the 

islands of Imvros and Tenedos, is a very good example. 

 

Long-standing rivalries and conflicts based on historical events must 

not be allowed to obstruct the region’s future. 

 

I encourage you all to approach these situations in a spirit of openness 

so that these old wounds may be healed. 

 

All countries have to deal with their past in a manner which preserves 

their national pride but, rather, purifies them and relieves them from the 

burden of the past.  

 

Germany did it.  

 

My own country, the Netherlands, did it with regard to Indonesia, even 

though it took 50 years. 
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I encourage you all to approach these situations in a spirit of openness 

so that these old wounds may be healed. 

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

As I said at the beginning of my speech, I wish now to turn towards the 

political and legislative reforms in your country and the expectations of 

the Parliamentary Assembly in this area. 

 

I was among those who voted on 22 June 2004 in favour of closing the 

monitoring procedure with respect to Turkey. 

 

It was the right decision to take in view of the progress accomplished 

by your country in the field of democracy, human rights and the rule of 

law. 

 

You abolished the death penalty by ratifying Protocol 6, adopted 

sweeping constitutional changes securing multiparty democracy, 
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reduced the roles of the National Security Council and the army, 

abolished the state security courts, took important measures to combat 

torture and impunity, adopted guarantees for equality between men and 

women, gave important guarantees to ensure freedoms of expression, 

association, religion and the rights of minorities, took measures to fight 

corruption.   

 

I congratulate you on these important decisions, which I know were not 

always easy to take. 

 

When closing the monitoring procedure, the Assembly expressed its 

confidence that the Turkish authorities would apply and consolidate 

these reforms and decided to continue the post-monitoring dialogue 

with your country, mainly on the basis of the twelve points identified by 

the Assembly. 

 

May I remind you of our most pressing concrete demands, in particular: 
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– amend the electoral code to lower the 10 % threshold and enable 

Turkish citizens to vote abroad; 

 

– establish the institution of ombudsman; 

 

– promote cultural and linguistic diversity, in particular with respect 

to persons of Kurdish origin; 

 

– speed up Turkey's accession to the Council of Europe’s legal 

instruments, in particular to: 

 

• ratify Protocol N° 13 concerning the abolition of the death penalty 

in all circumstances, which Turkey has already signed; 

 

• sign and ratify the Framework Convention for the Protection of 

National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional and Minority 

Languages. 
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I invite you to continue and intensify the use of the assistance and  

expertise of the Venice Commission, both to reform your 1982 

constitution and to revise legislation in conformity with the demands 

contained in Resolution 1380. 

 

Furthermore, in a democratic country, people must have the right to 

disagree and to express their disagreement.  

 

I encourage you to provide further guarantees of the freedom of 

expression. 

 

In this connection, I urge your authorities to stop the trial against Mr 

Orhan Pamuk. 

 

No such trials should be initiated ever again. 

 

I also call on you to ensure the strictest respect for the freedom of 

religion, in particular as regards the separation between the religion 

and the State.   
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Religion in every country should be free of state influence as should the 

state be free of religious influence. 

 

Further, I invite you to respect all the rights of religious minorities, 

including property rights; 

 

The fight against corruption needs to be continued as well. 

 

Nobody should be immune from prosecution, regardless of the position 

he or she holds. 

 

As I have said before in many countries, parliamentary immunity was 

never meant to ensure impunity. 

 

You should not hesitate to lift parliamentary immunity in justified cases 

to fight corruption.  

 



 24

I would finish by stressing that all these reforms can only be 

implemented with the help and support of civil society.  

 

Each State needs a strong civil society and I encourage you to support 

associations and NGOs and create favourable conditions for their 

functioning because they are your indispensable partners and a 

permanent link with your citizens.   

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

The founder of modern Turkey – Atatürk said: “Everything we see in 

this world is the creative work of women”. 

 

He was at the origin of the reforms that gave Turkish women equal 

rights and opportunities, including political rights.  

 

May I use this opportunity to call on you to continue his work. 
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Your Grand National Assembly has one of the lowest percentages of 

women in Parliament in Europe, only 4,4% according to the Inter-

Parliamentary Union.  

 

I am certain that your work would greatly benefit if this percentage were 

significantly raised. 

 

By comparison, we have, in our Assembly, just over 20% of women, 

and we think that we can still do better. 

 

Under-representation of women in Parliament is not the only problem. 

 

Very sadly, despite progress on the issue of domestic violence, 

evidence shows that many women in Turkey, as elsewhere in Europe, 

still suffer from this scourge.  

 

Honour killings are particularly atrocious crimes which we must not 

allow to happen. 
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I also encourage you to take an active part in the Pan-European 2007 

Parliamentary Campaign against domestic violence which remains a 

major problem of modern societies.   

 

Dear colleagues,  

 

10 November 1938 was a day of great mourning for your country - 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk passed away. 

 

On the occasion of this anniversary, I wish to pay tribute to this great 

reformer, whose mausoleum I visited this morning.  

 

He was at the origin of this Grand National Assembly and your 

predecessors decided to give him the name “Atatürk”, father of the 

Turks. 

 

I spoke today about a need for further reforms. 
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It was Atatürk who introduced sweeping legal, social-political and 

cultural reforms in this country, laying the foundation of today’s Turkey. 

 

I finish by commending a quotation to you as an encouragement to 

continue along the path of reform: 

 

“We must liberate our concepts of justice, our laws and legal institutions 

from the bonds which hold a tight grip on us although they are 

incompatible with the needs of our century”. 
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Dear friends, 

I came to you as a friend of Turkey and I spoke to you as I speak to 

friends  – in an open and frank manner. 

 

I have said words of praise and also some words of criticism. 

 

Please take this criticism in a constructive manner, knowing that it is 

coming from a person which loves and admires your magnificent 

country. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 


